Setting Analysis Worksheet
Historical context can be defined as the political, social, cultural, and economic environment related to historical moments, events, and trends. Works of literature are created within particular worlds and are tied to the political, social, and economic conditions of those worlds, or they are created with specific political, social, and economic conditions in mind in order to comment about them. 
Sometimes our modern thinking does not always apply to the traditions, politics, economics, understandings, and technology of the past. Therefore, it is important to understand specific historical details surrounding a text so we can place ourselves in the story’s world, to “walk in the shoes” of the characters. 
For this story, the physical obstacles Phoenix Jackson faces become even more challenging when we understand the enveloping action surrounding the plot or, in other words, the social context. 
1) Identify three physical obstacles (concrete details from the story) 
2) Record how Phoenix Jackson reacts to them
3) Review the article and note how  its information complicates the physical obstacle
4) Reflect on these to create a final summary 

	Physical obstacles--connect to concrete details from the story
1.
2.
3.




	Phoenix Jackson’s reactions--connect to concrete details from the story
1.
2.
3.




	Complication of physical obstacle through specific historical setting--connect to specific evidence from article 
1.
2.
3.




[bookmark: _gjdgxs]Summary: How do the story’s particular events, characters, and setting work together to capture something about being human? If we removed the historical setting, would the story hold the same conflict? If we changed the setting of the story to contemporary America, what else would we be forced to change? 
